SRI AUROBINDO AND THE RELIGION OF THE FUTURE

definitely belong to a superseded stage of evolution, and there-
fore do not call for any discussion here.

I will now briefly explain the method I will adopt in dis-
cussing these four types of religion. As my object is to find out
what religion can be looked upon as the future religion, I shall
give mainly a critical analysis of these different types, with a view
to determining their relative merits. If this results in showing
that one of these types is not only distinctly superior to the
others, but is also their natural culmination and fulfilment, then
this fact will be a sufficient warrant tor our declaring that to be
the future religion. The future religion must be the perfec-
tion and consummation of the previous types ; she must not miss
any of the values of the earlier types, but must take them up
and transform them, adding at the same time some new values
of her own.

(a) RELIGION OF HUMANITY

With these prefatory remarks I begin my examination of
the tour types of religion mentioned above. First, there is the
religion of humanity, the origin of which is the celebrated homo
mensura doctrine of Protagoras. This celebrated doctrine un-
doubtedly gave a new impetus to Greek thought, which pre-
viously had been mainly occupied with external nature. The
Protagorcan doctrine was the beginning of a great wave of
humanism which swept over Greece for two centuries. In fact,
Greek culture is known to this day as humanistic, though there
are certain features in it, especially in the philosophy of Plato,
which transcend humanism. The philosophy of the Stoics was
not humanistic, though it shared the ethicism of the previous
age, which was itself an offshoot of humanism.

In our country there never was a movement which was
purely humanistic, though Buddhism, on account of the fact that
there was no place for God in it, and also on account of the
emphasis it laid upon ethics, is often spoken of as humanistic.
But Buddhism had also its Absolute, which was Nirvana or the
Buddha, and its object was not the fullest development of the
capacities of man, but rather the complete suppression of the
sensuous part of man's life. In fact, what it advocated was the
extirpation of all desires, which totally runs counter to the
humanistic ideal of life.

In religion humanism gives rise to a kind of ethical religion,
where the place of God is taken by humanity. It was therefore
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